
 

 

 

 

 

24 May 2021 
 
 
Tim Middlehurst 
Certified Energy 
23 The Square 
PALMERSTON NORTH 
 
 
Sent via email: contact@nzecs.co.nz 
 
Dear Tim  

Firstgas response to designing a renewable gas certificate system  

Firstgas Group welcomes the opportunity to comment on Certified Energy’s discussion paper 

“Designing a renewable gas certificate system” released on 3 May 2021.  

The emergence of zero carbon fuels such as biogas and green hydrogen provides a key opportunity to 

assist New Zealand achieve net zero emissions by 2050.  Exiting gas infrastructure can be used to 

transport these zero carbon gases and many zero carbon fuels could be used within customers’ 

existing gas boilers and appliances, without the need for upgrades. Firstgas Group is actively engaged 

in readying our pipelines for the transport of green hydrogen and biogas. 

• Stage one of our hydrogen study confirmed the feasibility of converting our pipeline to hydrogen, 

initially as a blend. Stage two involves readying our pipes and conducting live tests of hydrogen.1   

• Firstgas Group has teamed up with Beca, Fonterra and the Energy Efficiency and Conservation 

Authority (EECA) to understand the full potential for biogas in New Zealand. An initial feasibility 

memo confirmed that New Zealand could produce 14 petajoules per year or around 10% of 

New Zealand’s current natural gas consumption.2  

We believe that a certification system for zero carbon gases will be a key element of this transition, 

providing gas customers with assurance that they are reducing their carbon emissions using legitimate 

products. We are broadly supportive of your proposal. It has good technical knowledge with very 

detailed plans as to how your system will function. We would be supportive of gas users using your 

system to facilitate zero carbon gas transactions. 

Contact details 

If you have any questions regarding this submission, please contact me on 027 922 5775 or via email 

at william.hancock@firstgasgroup.co.nz. 

Yours sincerely 

  

Karen Collins  
Regulatory and Policy Manager 

 

1 Bringing Zero Carbon Gas to Aotearoa: Hydrogen Feasibility Study – Summary Report, Firstgas Group, 29 March 2021, 
https://gasischanging.co.nz/our-path-to-zero-carbon-gas/hydrogen-trial-results/ 

2 Biogas Technical Memo, Attachment 1 of Firstgas Group’s submission on the Climate Change Commission’s draft advice, 
March 2021 Firstgas-Group_CCC-submission-March-2020.pdf 
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